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for part-timers 
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President Hartleb reveals the honored name that has been placed on the front of the student center. 


Student center is named 
in honor of former trustee 


Lifelong learner was 
known for her spirit 
and dedication. 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


The building that has been 
known as “the student center” since 
its construction back in 1971, has 
been dedicated to the name of former 
trustee, Ourania Behrakis. 

In a unanimous vote, the board of 
trustees accepted a recommendation 
made by President David Hartleb to 
rename the building in memory of 
the late Behrakis, who was known as 
an advocate for the interests of 
NECC students. 

“She herself was a lifelong learn- 
er, beginning college in her 40s, so 
she understood the hardship and 
challenges of students at a communi- 
ty college,” Hartleb said. “Because 


of her strong connection with our 
students, it is very appropriate for her 
name to be on our student center, the 
first thing seen by everyone who 
enters the campus.” 

Former president John Dimitry 
said that Behrakis, who died six 
years ago at age 62, had a deep con- 
cern and love for the students here. 
She understood that most had to 
work as well as attend classes and 
therefore showed concerned for the 

“interest of the students, hard-earned 
education. 

“She wanted quality for them 
because she knew if there was quali- 
ty, jobs would follow,” Dimitry said. 
“She felt school was an opportunity 
for advancement and she had lived 
their experience herself.” 

Behrakis, a Lowell native, was a 
self-made woman who grew up ina 
tenement building and went on to 
earn her degree later in life. She 
received her bachelor’s degree and a 
master’s degree in finance and 
accounting from the University of 


Lowell. She was an office manager 
for Brady Business Forms in Lowell 
and was active on several boards 
besides NECC’s, including Solomon 
Mental Health and the National 
Greek Women’s Club. She served on 
the NECC board of trustees from 
1984 until her death in 1995. 

“She was very dedicated to char- 
ity and education,” said her brother, 
George Behrakis. “Some people do 
these things for business reasons, but 
she had no ulterior motive. When she 
worked for the college, she was 
doing it for the students.” 

Byron Matthews, chairman of 
the board of trustees, said that the 
college is grateful to the generosity 
of the Behrakis family, who has 
made a financial donation to NECC 
for improvements to the student cen- 
ter. College officials say the amount 
will remain undisclosed by request of 
the family, but that major renovations 
to the student center will be funded 
by the donation. 


See BUILDING, page 6 
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New security team 
comes in with lowest 
bid, receives contract 


By CATHLEEN GABLE AND 


BARBARA POLLETTA 
i Observer Staff 
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Since Sept. 11, the nation has 
begun to question the security and 
safety of public places and the capa- 
bilities of the people who staff them. 

As a new security force, Eagle 
Security, takes the helm, it is impor- 
tant that safety questions are 
addressed, and information that the 
public has a legal right to know be 
provided to the NECC community. 

Though there is much informa- 
tion being shared about the proce- 
dures of the campus, there has been 
some difficulty in obtaining security 
logs for public review. 

With the new security company 
in place, communication about who 
kept the logs and how they were to 
be given out was in question. The 
Observer was first told they were not 
available but could be made avail- 
able based upon our deadline 
requirements. 

A date was set to receive them, 
but at that time Rick Faro, chief of 
campus security, said that he did not 
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on liberal arts 


have them and that they could only 
be given out by Edward Sheehan, 
superintendent of buildings and 
grounds. Upon asking Sheehan’s 
office for the reports, the Observer 
was told that the security office had 
the reports and that was the location 
they should be obtained. 

“Perhaps with the new company 
in place they were unaware or had 
not been told that they can give the 
logs out,” said Cliff Clarke, supervi- 
sor of buildings and grounds. After 
Clarke investigated the matter, the 
incident reports were made available. 

According to Daniel Carter, an 
adviser for Security on Campus Inc., 
it is both state and federal law that 
any reported crimes on campus be 
recorded and that those logs be made 
available to the public. 

“They are required to log every- 
thing that is considered a crime,” 
Carter said. “Under the Clery Act 
crimes and statistics can not be kept 
from the public and there are individ- 
ual state laws that support that as 
well.” 

The contract with Merrimack 
Valley Guard Services to provide 
security for NECC expired this past 
summer. According to comptroller 
Mark Casey, putting the contract up 
for public bid was normal procedure. 

“There was nothing wrong with 
the old (MVGS) company. We had 


See COLLEGE, page 6 
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Part-time faculty 
deserve better 


Part-time teachers are still 
teachers, too. They work just as 
hard if not harder, than full-time 
staff, yet they are not treated 
nearly as well as full-time teach- 
ers. 

More than a third of the 
nation’s college teachers are 
employed part-time. They are 
without benefits, job security, 
health insurance, and are paid 
much less than full-time faculty. 
Many have just as much experi- 
ence, and their jobs are just as 
important. 

So why give these fine folks 
the shaft? It must take true grit to 
put a class together at the last 
minute. They are not granted 
office space or any kind of phone 
extension, so they must take 
pains to stay organized for their 
classes and to discuss school 
work with the students outside of 
the classroom. 

For all their efforts, they can 
never be sure where they will be 
teaching the next semester. 
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Because of the lack of aid for 
part-time staff, they have to work 
harder and be paid less than full- 
time staff to do the same job. 

If you are treated poorly in a 
given situation, what are you 
likely to do eventually? Leave. 
And that is just what many of 
these teachers will do if they 
don’t get what they deserve. How 
can anyone blame them? 

When they do, educating will 
get tough on full-time faculties. 
There will not be as many teach- 
ers for all the students. 
Departmental activity outside of 
classes will decrease. Quality 
will suffer. 

Give these people what they 
need! If education is so impor- 
tant, why are a third of our edu- 
cators not considered important? 
Part-time or not, one-third on a 
national scale is a big number; 
that is an awful lot of folks strug- 
gling to do their jobs. It is almost 
like disregarding a third of the 
teaching that goes on in the coun- 
try’s colleges. 

Such neglect of such a signif- 
icant body of teachers is unac- 
ceptable. 
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Laura Fedele, undeclared 
“They teach more practically. It’s not 
like being taught in an ivory tower.” 


SOMETHING TELLS ME 
THE. TALIBANS LOSING 
TS GRIP... 


Tim Carter, Web design 
“Everything here affects your educa- 
tion, good or bad. It’s not a big 
enough problem to discuss rectifica- 
tion.” 
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Do part-time teachers 
affect the quality of — 
education? 


Byron McNeal, undeclared 
“I think part-time teachers are 
good.” 
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Allen Homan, i//ustration 
“T don’t know. I’ve never hada part- “It depends on how devoted they “They won’t just let any schmuck in 


Dan Lyons, philosophy Craig MeNiff, theater 


time teacher.” are.” off the street to teach here. As long 
as they are here to answer students 


questions and stuff, it’s fine.” 
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Student thankful for 
opportunity INS provides 


To the Editor: 

The article Immigrants thankful 
for opportunities in America (Oct. 17) 
caught my attention because it shows 
me how people are proud to be US cit- 
izens and how people from different 
countries around the world are trying 
to become US citizens. 

The US Immigration and 
Naturalization Services (INS) has 
been processing applications for 
admissions of foreign born persons to 
the United States since 1970. 

Like Fiore Nestico, from 
Argentina, there are thousands of peo- 
ple applying and doing the impossible 
to be part of this country because they 
say that the United States is the best 
place to live. However, becoming a 
US citizen is a long process, which 
many people do not pass. 


Although the United States is 
having a difficult situation due to the 
attacks on Sept. 11, people are still 
thinking that this country not only is 
the best, they also say that this is the 
land of freedom. 

For all those reasons, I agree with 
all the people who think that the 
United States is the only country in 
the world, which can guarantee free- 
dom. In addition, I am very happy for 
the opportunity that the INS is giving 
to thousands of people to become US 
citizens because I am an immigrant 
too, and I know how people dream 
and hope to become a member of this 
great American family. 

Andres Agudelo, NECC student 


Student wants smoking 
limited, controlled on campus 


To the Editor: 

It was two years ago when I first 
became a student at NECC. I had 
loved it, all except for the fact that you 
have to go through a wall of cigarette 
smoke just to get in and out of each 
and every building. 

I’m a person who is against smok- 
ing, for multiple reasons: it is bad for 
you; it makes you as. well as 
bystanders smell awful; it stains your 
teeth, which is highly unattractive; but 
my most important reason for hating it 
is that two of my grandparents died 
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because of diseases caused by smok- 
ing. 
I do understand the fact that peo- 
ple want to try smoking, however, if 
they only knew the outcome of what 
will end up happening in the long run 
I think they might hugely reconsider. 

Is there any chance that smoking 
on school property can be banned or 
designated to a spot? 

Jeffrey Tibak, NECC student 
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Mother praises columnist’s morals 


To the Editor: 

I am responding to the article by 
Mandy Cyr (Oct. 17) in which she 
writes that she never had a sip of 
beer, smoked a cigarette, or tried pot 
because she had better things to do 
with her time. 

I think this is so very sad that 
Mandy had to even write a letter of 
explanation of why she would not 
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want to get drunk, smoke, or get 
high. What is wrong with our society 
when a 19-year-old girl feels that she 
is the exception, not the rule? 

It sounds like Mandy comes 
from a home that most people can 
only dream of. Unfortunately, most 
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people her age are out of control. 

I am a mother of two that is also 
trying very hard to raise a daughter 
and son with the morals that Mandy 
has been brought up with. I give not 
only her but her parents a big round 
of applause. Mandy, you go girl! And 
never be ashamed of who or what 
you are. 

Cheryl Husson, NECC student 
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Boston mayor 
insults all 
2-year college 
students 


Northern Essex is a 
real college, no matter 
what Menino says 


First off, I cannot believe that a 
mayor of any city or town would talk 
down on a school, saying something 
like; I don’t think it’s a real college. 

Recently Mayor Menino said he 
didn’t consider two-year colleges as 
real colleges. 

Is this guy for real? To say what 
he said is to insult me and anyone 
else going to a community/junior 
college. He should be encouraging 
people to get any education they can. 
Two-year college or four-year col- 
lege, as long as you’re getting an 
education. 

Mayor Menino, a graduate from 
Chamberlayne Junior College, is 
choosing to ignore this fact, and 
thinks the public should as well. 

He feels that it is not a real col- 
lege and it was just something he did 
when he was young. He has tried to 
keep his associate’s degree quiet for 
years, like it’s a skeleton in his clos- 
et. Well the fake college that this guy 
is embarrassed about helped him to 
become the mayor of a major city. 
These fake colleges are helping me 
get an education that I may have 
never gotten. 

See, I had some trouble during 
high school and had to drop out in 
my sophomore year. I got my G.E.D 
but still wanted to further my educa- 
tion. Well it’s pretty hard to get into 
a four-year college without a high 
school diploma, but Northern Essex 


is helping me, just like 
Chamberlayne helped Mayor 
Menino. 


When people ask me what I’m 
doing with my life I tell them I’m 
going to college. I don’t say, “Well 
I’m going to Northern Essex 
Community College, but it’s not a 
real college, they just call it that to 
try and fool people.” 

No, I don’t think that’s how it 
works. Northern Essex is as real a 
college as any other. It’s a college 
you can go to and get an excellent 
education. It’s a college you can go 
to and someday have an excellent 
career. Most importantly, it is a col- 
lege. 
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November ts here: What a 
difference a year makes 


It is 
November once 
more and one 
can only imag- 
ine how the hol- 
iday season, 
which is fast 
approaching, 
may differ from 
last year. Talk 
around the table 
will certainly have a different focus, 
but perhaps the “family time” will be 
more meaningful. As I reflect on last 
year, | am even more amused by all 
the little things that I took for grant- 
ed. All the normal interactions and 
tasks, that though I complain’ about, 
would miss if they were suddenly 
gone. My Thanksgiving was very 
typical, but I find myself wondering 
if it will remain that simple in light of 
the complicated time we are now in. 

Last year, my alarm clock made a 
blaring pre-dawn attack on 
Thanksgiving morning at an hour 
that few willingly witness on a day 
free of outside obligations. I was not 
alone though, as I am certain that 
women around the country joined me 
in the dark morning pilgrimage to the 
kitchen. It is a lonely time of day, 
when those who will devour all your 
efforts later on, are still blissfully 
sleeping. My only company was the 
dog, who looked up at me as if to ask, 
“Why are we up?” 

“J have no idea,” I say to him. 
After all, how does one explain the 
intricacies of human obligation to a 
dog? He might take it the wrong way, 
take it personally, and think that is 
the only reason I feed him. I catch 
myself pondering this avenue of 
thought and realize I am still half- 
asleep. Yes, that must be it. 

Prioritizing my tasks, I made cof- 
fee first and began the stuffing while 
the coffee brewed. “Very good,” I 
thought to myself. I was actually 
moving right along despite being 
half-asleep. Of course I can not tell 


you how much of any ingredient I put 
in the stuffing, just that it all looked 
about right. Sipping my coffee, I 
stirred it with one hand. If it is not 
right I will hear about it, but what do 
I care? Maybe if the food were not so 
good they would all pick someone 
else’s house to descend upon next 
year? “Ingenious,” I said out-loud to 
nobody. The dog looked up, and I 
swear he rolled his eyes. 

This seemingly endless prepara- 
tion continued: until the oven was 
full, the table was set, and I finally 
could jump in the shower. With a 
large part of the work behind me, | 
breathed a sigh of relief as the water 
rinsed away the seasonings of the 
morning. 

The day progressed on schedule, 
with my parents arriving two hours 
before dinner and my brother just in 
time to eat. John is a stockbroker, 
very successful, and everything I am 
not. His casual dress is the antithesis 
of his professional image, so he 
arrived in torn up jeans and a T-shirt. 
Whether by design or comfort, it 
never fails to antagonize our parents, 
and perhaps that is his intention. 
“What’s up Bubezz?” he asked hug- 
ging me and flopping his L.L. Bean 
backpack onto the desk. 

His. children, Tommy and 
Charlie, burst through the door, leap- 
ing onto my sofa and begin bouncing, 
coats still on their little bodies. In the 
kitchen my parents are discussing 
how much they hate my appetizer, 
and how the whole election crisis is a 
plot designed by Democrats to dis- 
credit the Bush brothers. 

I winced at the thought of going 
back into that room and decided I 
needed a buffer. Snagging a nephew 
under each arm I enter the kitchen 
with John following me. My oldest 
daughter, Michelle is seated at the 
table looking lethargic, and slightly 
tortured. My youngest and probably 
the wisest in the family, is hanging 
out in her room and has yet to make 
an appearance. 

“Michelle is so quiet, she doesn’t 
talk,” my mother complained. “I 
called her the other day to congratu- 


late her on her grades and she barely 
said anything.” 

Assuring her that quietness was 
not an issue in my house, I changed 
the subject to my mother’s health. 
Well, actually I asked how she has 
been, but fundamentally that is the 
same thing. Her list of medical dis- 
comforts began to pour out of her. 
Her eyes took on that excited glow 
she gets when she is allowed to share 
her stories, like some wounded hero 
of war. I glanced over to see John 
looking at me, holding a bottle of 
white wine and smiling broadly. I 
nodded in agreement, and fetched the 
wineglasses. 

We took a seat on the kitchen 
counter, paid homage to our wine and 
enjoyed the entertainment from our 
perch. Dad was complaining that he 
missed the Rockettes’ performance in 
the Macy’s parade. Michelle 
responded by grabbing the lid to a 
cooking pot, holding it above her 
head she began to dance and kick 
while humming the tune, “New York, 
New York” shaking the make-shift 
top hat accordingly. My mother 
looked over at me puzzled and I 
called out over the clamor, “Told you 
she isn’t quiet.” 

When we sat down to dinner the 
entertainment continued, with my 
nephews getting more food on the 
table, each other, and the wall than in 
their mouths. My stuffing bore the 
critique of my mother, who has not 
cooked a Thanksgiving meal since I 
was thirteen. The irony amused me. 
All of it amused me. I had an 
epiphany, or perhaps it was just the 
wine. I realized how amazing it was 
that I was actually related to these 
people. I laughed at the chaos and let 
the criticism progress in one ear and 
out the other. “My mother looked up 
at me concerned, “What is wrong 
with you? You look happy.” 

I hope I can find that simplicity 
this year and in the years to come. I 
hope this year my Dad can actually 
see the Rockettes, and that an 
Amerian tradition will not be altered. 
In one short year all has changed. 


Halloween 
reeks of 
awesomeness 


What’s 
cool this week. 
Let me tell you. 
Halloween 
totally reeks of 
awesomeness. I 
love Halloween 
and have ever 
since I went as 
a Smurf when I 
was two. The 
horror genre 
has always fascinated me. I love hor- 
ror movies, especially the bad B 
movies from the 70’s. The cheesier the 
better. I worked at The Haunted 
Mansion and Forbidden Forest at 
Victorian Park in Salem, NH up until 
this year and it was easily the best job 
I’ve ever had. It didn’t bother me that 
I was giving kids nightmares when 
they went home because it was my job 
to scare the hell out of people. Nobody 
did it better than us either. People have 
peed themselves on numerous occa- 
sions. We had a guy crap himself in 
The Crypt in 2000 and even though it 
smelled really bad, it was a milestone 
for us. It was fun being a “Creature of 
the Night” and I will always remember 
my days there as a scare technician. 

This year | wanted to do some- 
thing different for Halloween, so I 
decided to go in drag. Not only in 
drag, but really bad drag. I wanted to 
look like a guy who had thrown on his 
woman’s clothing in a few minutes 
and ran out the door and I accom- 
plished that to a tee. I spent the whole 
day at NECC on Halloween and wore 
the costume the entire time. Fishnet 
stockings are surprisingly comfort- 
able. Actually, I went to a party this 
Saturday dressed in it, but this time I 
went for a certain woman’s look. I 
went as Christina Aguilera, complete 
with clown-whore makeup and hair 
that looked like it was styled with a 
Hoover Shopvac. It got a really good 
response. 

Now that Halloween is over, it’s 
time for Thanksgiving. That totally is 
not cool. Ever since I became a vege- 
tarian (one month as of press time) 
I’ve been struggling with trying to not 
eat meat because I absolutely love it. A 
day where I usually eat more turkey 
than Ted Kennedy will now be a day 
of eating veggieburgers with my cran- 
berry sauce. Thanksgiving reeks of 
awesomeness, but not for me this year. 

Last thing I can think of for this 
week is pretty out there. I was flipping 
through the channels the other day and 
put on PBS hoping for Nova or some 
other show where the zebras are hunt- 
ed down on the Serengeti. Looking 
back at me was not the cold stare of a 
merciless predator, but the blue-faced, 
googley-eyed Cookie Monster. I 
thought back to my childhood when I 
used to watch the show and remem- 
bered that Cookie Monster was always 
my favorite. He would do nothing but 
eat cookies and I loved it. He took so 
much pleasure from such a simple 
thing. Cookie Monster teaches us to 
enjoy the simple things in life. Cookie 
Monster reeks of awesomeness. 

Journalism reeks of awesomeness 
too. I had been really upset about a 
story that wouldn’t seem to pan out for 
me, but now I’m back into the swing 
of things. I love reporting and I love 
the reaction I get from the people who 
read this column and all my other sto- 
ries. This is my calling in life and 
knowing what you’re going to do for a 
career reeks of awesomeness. 
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High alert, not 
panic alert 


By MAnbDy Cyr 
Contributing Reporter 


Isnt it scary how we can’t open 
our mail without being at least a tiny 
bit afraid? Don’t you get a little bit 
afraid walking into big buildings in 
Boston? 

I don’t know about you people, 
but I'll admit to being a bit frightened 
by all these anthrax scares. 

I understand that I have negative 
odds at getting anthrax or even being 
exposed, but that doesn’t make me 
any less afraid. I think all Americans 
have the right to be afraid. 

Some are saying that we “little” 
people have nothing to worry about, 
that they are aiming for the “big” 
people, the public figures. Some peo- 
ple think that those are the ones 
whose deaths will make the biggest 
impact on our nation. 

I’d have to disagree. 

Though losing someone con- 
stantly in the public eye is both 
shocking and sad, losing bigger 
groups of people is worse. 

They will aim for the big groups 
of people. Terrorists aren’t stupid. 
They will bring large amounts of 
anthrax to buildings such as shop- 
ping malls or even into school, 
because they know killing or infect- 
ing hundreds of people is more affec- 
tive than killing one public figure. 
Sending thousands of letters out to 
random people, whether or not they 
are public figures, would work too. 

Whether we want to admit it or 
not, we know that it could be anyone 


that gets infected with anthrax. 

The playing jokes thing is a little 
out of hand. Anthrax hoaxes are acts 
of pure stupidity and foolishness. 
Even though they’re intended to be a 
joke, at this point in time, those sort 
of jokes are on the most inappropri- 
ate level. 

However, I think that the punish- 
ments that are being threatened are a 
little much. There also has to be some 
common sense involved. 

For instance, there was a recent 
scare at Salem State in which the kid 
home from the Air Force is charged 
with writing “Caution: Anthrax” on a 
wall near where dry wall dust was on 
the floor. A maintenance worker at 
the school reported this. 

The school took all the necessary 
precautions. That sounds reasonable. 
But, wouldn’t they notice the note was 
placed next to dust from the dry wall? 

Common sense would say, “Oh, 
new dry wall, and look dry wall 
dust.” Yes, the kid should be pun- 
ished, but not 20 years in prison. 

I understand that the country is 
on high alert, and it’s definitely better 
safe than sorry. Yet at the same time, 
do not freak out at every little thing 
we see. Use our common sense. 

I admit that I don’t feel safe like 
I think I should feel, and I am scared. 
But, I am not flipping out when I see 
some chalk dust on the floor...next to 
the chalkboard. 

High alert, yes. Panic alert, no. 
Terror is what the terrorists want us to 
feel. Hence the given name, terrorists. 
We cannot let these people destroy our 
lives or our feeling of safety. 


Approval of President 
Bush remains high 


By JOANNE HAMOR 
Contributing Reporter 


As we move into fall and come to 
grips with the attacks on America, it is 
barely part of our consciousness that 
we are approaching the one year 
anniversary of the most contested 
presidential election in history. 

Almost one year ago, our country 
was divided among Democrats and 
Republicans. Money, countless hours 
and manpower were spent trying to 
decide the fairest way to choose our 
next president. After it was all over, 
Gore supporters felt that they had been 
cheated, and Bush supporters were 
victorious. How has that attitude 
changed since Sept. 11? Are Gore sup- 
porters still seething over their loss, or 
have they thrown their support behind 
Bush? 

Harris Interactive has conducted 
telephone polls, the results of which 
may be viewed at www.harrisinterac- 
tive.com. In August, 52 percent of 
those polled thought Bush was doing a 
good job, and 43 percent did not think 
he was doing a good job. In October, 
Bush approval rating shot up to 88 
percent in the same poll. 

Eleanor Furlong, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, voted for Gore and never 
thought she would have anything nice 
to say about George W. Bush, but now 
she says, “I was never in favor of him, 
but he has picked a strong cabinet and 
he has done a wonderful job since the 
attacks.” 

Rebecca Rose, also a Gore sup- 
porter, admits that she began to lose 
faith in Gore right after the election. 


“Gore was being a cry baby and 
wasted a lot of time and money after 
the election,” Rose said. “I’m happy 
with the way Bush has handled things. 
Bush’s policy was strong in Texas, and 
he will maintain that kind of strong 
policy with the terrorists and not 
worry about what people think.” 

Bush has received a lot of nega- 
tive media attention lately for the mea- 
sured steps taken against Afghanistan., 
but Rose said, “I’m happy with the 
speed with which he is doing things. 
He is conscious of the fact that there 
are Afghan people, which | think he 
has to be.” 

Mike Barnicle, former Boston 
Globe columnist, voiced his displea- 
sure of his fellow journalists on his 
talk show, which airs on 96.9 FM. 

“We are a nation rooted in instant 
gratification,” Barnicle said, referring 
to the impatience shown in the media 
in the past few days. Barnicle 
explained the first considerable win 
for the United States during WWII 
was D-Day, the 6th of June, when the 
American troops invaded Normandy. 
That was seven months after the 
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. 
Barnicle urged listeners to be patient 
with Bush, and if the poll numbers are 
any indication, the public is willing. 

President Bush threw out the first 
pitch at Yankee Stadium in New York 
City for Game 3 of the 2001 World 
Series. Amidst a standing ovation and 
thunderous applause, the crowd chant- 
ed, “USA, USA” as Bush looked up 
and waved. The announcer said, “No 
President has ever visited Yankee 
Stadium during a World Series, and 
this was the year.” 
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THIS (MAY TAKE 
ONGER THAN 


Prof. wants to draw attention 
to faculty exploitation 


To the Editor: 


I am writing on behalf of the 
Faculty Association of Northern 
Essex Community College regarding 
Campus Equity Week. 

The Massachusetts Community 
College Council, our parent organi- 
zation, is participating in a national 
Campus Equity Week in order to 
draw attention to the increasing 
“part-timerization” of college faculty 
nation wide, and the accompanying 
abuses and, exploitation that result 
from it. 

I long ago learned that those 
arguments that are persuasive to a 
speaker are not necessarily persua- 
sive to the audience. I will try there- 
fore, to frame my arguments more 
broadly in the hope that they will be 
more persuasive to someone who’s 
perspective is on the outside looking 
in. 

Allow me to begin with a 
metaphor. Consider how the molecu- 
lar structure of sodium and chloride 
create the shape of a salt crystal, 
while the structure of water mole- 
cules creates the shape of a 
snowflake. 

In many things, the micro-struc- 
ture will determine its macro-struc- 
ture. Higher education is no differ- 
ent. 

While it was once true that col- 
leges were primarily populated by 
full-time students, who were taught 
by full-time faculty, both now seem 
to be a minority. Nowadays, rather 
than pay a single tuition for the full 
time college experience, we sell edu- 
cation piecemeal, by the course. 

That simple change has pro- 
foundly reshaped our educational 
system. The intent was to improve 
accessibility, and reduce cost, but 
there is a difference between making 
education cheaper and cheapening 
education. 

Not only have we ceased to see 
an education as a thing of integration 
and wholeness, but an administrative 
strategy of divide and conquer has 
devalued faculty in the whole educa- 
tional process. It has also shifted the 
focus of education away from the 
development of the whole person. 

We have gone so far down that 
road that some voices actually pro- 


pose that degrees will be a thing of 
the past and that the only thing that 
will count is a transcript of job skills. 
I sincerely hope that those voices 
were warning of the reduxio ad 
absurdum that we are heading for. 

I know that conventional wisdom 
dictates that our futures will all be in 
the paradigm of the stripped down, 
just in time, temporary, and piece 
work driven business model that 
shapes life for adjunct faculty. 
Loyalty and job security will be a 
thing of the past, and self interest will 
rule the day. 

I also know that my next state- 
ment will offend some, but wasn’t 
that the model for airport security? 

Aren’t we glad that our police, 
fire and emergency workers still live 
by a code of loyalty, dedication to 
others, and altruism! 

I will not accept the rhetorical 
judo throw that equates sacrifice with 
selfishness, by claiming that some 
chose such a life as their expression 
of self interest, and I reject the dou- 
ble standards behind such a point of 
view. 

Where on those transcripts of job 
skills will such virtues be? Can they 
be convincingly taught in an educa- 
tion system that does not model 
them? 

It is not surprising that the same 
system that sees faculty as nothing 
more than laborers doing intellectual 
piecework will reduce students to list 
of job skills. The common denomina- 
tor is dehumanization. 

Only a month ago our Board of 
Trustees heard a report on Learning 
Communities. The idea is an attempt 
to remedy the fractured and alienat- 


ing nature of our educational system. 

While I cannot claim that it is the 
long term solution, for the concept is 
itself still evolving, it does address 
the developing problem. Just as a pile 
of auto parts is not a car, even if all 
the parts are there, a collection of 
courses is not an education. 

The integration of the whole is 
just as important in education, and 
perhaps more so. | think ideas like 
learning communities are an educa- 
tors reaction to the reductionist 
model that now shapes the higher 
education system. 

Like the crystals in my initial 
metaphor, the values that shape a sys- 
tem will insinuate themselves into 
every part of it. A system of educat- 
ing human beings must value the 
humanity of everyone involved. 
What we have today on the other 
hand reduces human beings to eco- 
nomic utilities. 

I will not disagree that we need 
to have a system that provides educa- 
tional access. However, when the 
changes that were meant to improve 
access are redirected to create a sys- 
tem that exploits and dehumanizes 
both faculty and students, it is dam- 
aging to all of us and a betrayal of the 
values that drew most of us into edu- 
cation. 

I know that the fiscal constraints 
we now face in Massachusetts will be 
an impediment to change. I do hope 
that as we look farther down the road 
and beyond the horizon of our tem- 
porary problems, that we will consid- 
er more than just the financial forces 
that shape our system. 


Michael Nutter 
Chapter President, 
NECC Faculty Association 


, 


To the Editor 


“Fashion Emergency” (Oct. 
17) saved my life! Well, not real- 
ly, but it saved me from leaving 
the house with a printed T-shirt 
with a printed skirt. 

_ What a Disaster! 


Thanks Dawn! 

P..S. It's also great to see how 
open you are to “alternative” fash- 
ion ideas! Everyone's got their 
own thing going on, after all. 


Rachel Hartman 
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College picks security team based on money 


Continued from page | 

no complaints. It’s simply good busi- 
ness practice to re-bid on any expired 
service contract,” Casey said. “The 
same is done for contracts for snow 
plowing and cleaning services.” 

For five years MVGS provided 
security for the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. Their contract 
expired June 30, but was extended to 
July 31 to allow a one month 
crossover time with the newly hired 
company. 

“Several guards from MVGS 
actually stayed on and were hired by 
Eagle,” said Vice President of 
Administration Mark Andrews. “So 
we have several guards in place who 
are very familiar with the campus.” 

“There’s quite a bit of coordina- 
tion that needs to take place between 
the security service and _ the 
Superintendent of Buildings and 
Grounds, Ed Sheehan,” Casey said. 
“Keys need to be exchanged, loca- 
tions of switches, utilities, and fire 
alarms. There’s a lot to know between 
both campuses.” 

The Haverhill campus is situated 
on 110 acres consisting of seven 
buildings totaling 326,000 square feet 
of space and includes over 1,600 park- 
ing spaces. 

The Lawrence campus (Franklin 
Street and Amesbury Street locations 
combined) consists of two buildings 
totaling 80,000 square feet and 220 
parking spaces. 

The 16-page security contract 
states specifically the criteria NECC 
administrative officials have deter- 
mined necessary to provide a safe and 
secure environment /for all people on 
campus at all times. 

Three thousand students carry 12 
credits or more. Adding part-time, 
certificate, and vocational training, the 
total enrollment approaches 10,000 
students. In the last several years, 
enrollment is up 136 percent. In addi- 


tion to this number are faculty, admin- 
istrators, visitors, service employees 
and young children at the daycare 
center. 

Daily duties, among others, are to 
be executed by 2 to 3.5 guards per 
shift at the Haverhill campus and | to 
2.5 guards at the Lawrence campus. 

NECC requires each guard be 
paid at least $7 per hour, $8 per hour 
for sergeants and $10 per hour for 
supervisors. No 
overtime or 
holiday rates 
are accepted. 

The guards 
hired by the 
contracting company must be at least 
18 years old, have a high school diplo- 
ma, and read, speak and understand 
English. 

It is preferred guards also speak 
Spanish, especially if they are work- 
ing on the Lawrence campus. 

The guards must also be mentally 
sound and have passed CORI and 
SORI checks. The security company 
is responsible for verification of their 
employees’ credentials. 

“Based on bottom line costs, we 
went with Eagle based solely on the 
dollar amount. They were the lowest 
bidder and met all the guidelines of 
the contract,” Casey said. “We also 
have the right to terminate the contract 


Returning Students gee 


at any time. They [Eagle Security] can 
do the same. If we found they weren’t 
living up to their end of the agree- 
ment, it’s all in the contract.” 

Given the additional stress placed 
on security demands since Sept.11, 
Andrews said, “We are very pleased 
with Eagle Security. They have gone 
above and beyond the normal expec- 
tations and have expanded to a state of 
high alert. They are in tune and defi- 
nitely have a pro- 
active presence on 
campus. Their pres- 
ence helps, tremen- 
dously.” 

According to 
Andrews there have been no major 
incidents of crime on either campus 
since Eagle has come on board. 

“We work in close conjunction 
with local administrators from the 
police and fire departments,” he said. 
“We’ve had briefings with the mail- 
room personnel and have attended 
seminars dealing with emergency 
response methods, conducted by the 
Massachusetts State Police.” 

Recently, a white powdery sub- 
stance was found on a desk at the 
Haverhill campus. 

“Protocol was implemented, 
immediately,” Andrews said. “The 
area was secured and the powder was 
sent to a lab for testing. Turned out it 


was chalk, but the process went 
smoothly, it was expedient and effec- 
tive. I was very pleased with the way 
in which it was handled.” 

Andrews said, “I’ve heard from 
library staff, professors, and recently 
the Access Committee, they are all 
feeling very positive about the new 
security company,” Andrews said. 
“They’ve all noticed the stepped-up 


Building named 


presence, the attention to details. 
We’re very pleased.” 

He concluded, “It’s not only Eagle 
Security; it’s the groundskeepers, the 
plumbers, the service workers, every- 
one is on high alert. There is 60 to 70 
pair of eyes watching everyday, insur- 
ing everyone’s safety on both campus- 
es. This is a top priority, everyone is 
taking it very seriously.” 


for former trustee 


Continued from page | 

“This is a historical year for 
Northern Essex as we celebrate our 
40th anniversary and soon we will 
have a new high tech center as a part 
of our campus,” Matthews said. “The 
student center will now undergo 
major changes and will feature all 
admission, assessment, and financial 
offices in one convenient location for 
students.” 

College administrators said the 
cafeteria space will be used as the 
location for these offices and will be 
replaced by smaller dining facilities 
located around campus. 

This is the third building on the 
Haverhill campus named after an 
individual. The Bentley library was 
named after the first president of the 
college and the Spurk building was 
named after John Spurk, a longtime 
faculty member and administrator 
who died of cancer. The Lawrence 
campus named a building after for- 
mer president John Dimitry. All of 
the honored names are of an individ- 
ual who dedicated a portion of their 
lives to making important contribu- 
tions to the NECC community. 

“The Ourania Behrakis Student 
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Former NECC president John 
Dimitry speaks at the dedication 
of the student center. 


Center will be a bright, attractive 
facility, bustling with students and 
activity,” Hartleb said. It will be a fit- 
ting tribute to a woman who made 
such a strong commitment to the col- 
lege and its students.” 


It pays to advertise 


SPE CIAL TREA TMENT 


As a returning student, 


your privileges include: 


FIRST CHOICE OF CLASSES 

BEST SELECTION OF CLASS TIMES 

NO L-O-N-G REGISTRATION LINES 
NO PAYMENT UNTIL JANUARY 9, 2002 (for Spring 2002 Semester) 


Take advantage of a special registration period for 
Returning Students Only 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER | - FripAY, DECEMBER 14 


This registration is for Spring Semester, 2002. 
Classes begin on Tuesday, January 22, 2002! 


Don't Delay! This special registration lasts through December 14, 2001! 


After December 14th, you'll take your chances with new students and others for access to 
Advising, Registrar, Financial Aid, and Admission. Availability of Academic Advising 


services after this date will give new applicants priority. 
Your next opportunity to register for classes will be January 15, 2002. 


Financia A Notice: 
It is not too late to apply for Financial Aid. Money is available for 
those who qualify. Apply immediately at the Office of Financial Aid 


on the Haverhill Campus in Room B-217; or call 978-556-3650. 


in the 
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Observer 


publication 


schedule: 


Nov. 21 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 14 


Ad deadline: 


Friday before publication 


Call Advertising Manager Danny Goodwin at: 
(978) 556-3634 
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Campus mailroom responds to anthrax alert 
—_¢¢—___—_—_ 


We have had only one situation 
of a suspicious letter. 


General counsel 
advises campus on 
security guidelines 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Contributing Reporter 


With our nation on anthrax alert, 
the general counsel of all 
Massachusetts Community Colleges 
recently sent to NECC a memo on 
handling suspicious mail. 

In his memo, General Counsel 
Kenneth Tashjy said the guidelines 
were obtained from the FBI and 
local police departments, but he 
explained that schools are free to 
develop their own advisories. 

Steve Fabbrucci, associate dean 
of human resources at NECC, feels 
there could be a risk, but not a 


“prominent” one, at the college. 

“An organization or entity like 
NECC is probably less of a target,” 
said Fabbrucci. “The Supreme 
Court or a post office is such a far 
greater risk than our mailroom.” 

Nonetheless, the college did 
experience one anthrax scare in the 
mailroom. 

“We have had only one situation 


of a suspicious letter,” said 
Fabbrucci. “It was basically han- 
dled by the Haverhill Police 


Department. They had a team test it 
and it was determined to be harm- 
less.” 

“It’s best to be prudent, rather be 
safe than sorry,” Fabbrucci said. 
“I’m confident that we are trying to 
be careful.” 

Upon receiving the memo from 
the general counsel, Fabbrucci met 
with Lissa Archer, head of the 
NECC mailroom, to discuss security 
guidelines. Fabbrucci said that 


—Steve Fabbrucci, 


Associate Dean, Human Resources 


Archer decided the mailroom did 
not need to wear latex gloves and/or 
masks. 

“We will equip what is neces- 
sary, if need be,” said Fabbrucci. 
Archer was unavailable for com- 
ment. 

On Oct. 29, Fabbrucci also 
announced that personal packages 
weighing more than 16 ounces will 
no longer be taken to the Haverhill 


Writing assessment to determine 
competency of NECC students 


200 students are 
asked to participate 
in self-study 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


The Writing Assessment Center at 
NECC recently chose 200 students for 
a writing assessment evaluation to 
determine the competency of graduat- 
ing and transferring students. 

The 200 students were selected 
randomly from a field of 800 possible 
students. The only requirement the stu- 
dents must meet to be eligible was that 
they have 40 or more credits. The stu- 
dents were contacted through the mail 
with information about the evaluation. 
The students were also contacted by 
teachers about the evaluation and 
asked to sign a consent form. 

To make it easier for students to 
participate in the study, the assessment 
would be on papers that they had writ- 
ten for a class and not in a test format. 

“We designed it so they wouldn’t 
have to come in and take a test. We 
know that students have a busy sched- 
ule and are short on time. We don’t 
want there to be pressure, we only ask 
them to make their best effort,” said 
Cathy Sanderson, assistant dean of 
Humanities and a member of the 
Outcomes Assessment Committee. 

“A lot of people are going into 
Liberal Arts or Human Service majors 
and these people must write well. It is 
important for Northern Essex to have 
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Assistant Dean Cathy Sanderson is a member of the assessment team. 


train him.’ We need to look good in the 
eyes of the community.” 

According to Sanderson, the writ- 
ing assessment is a growing trend 
among schools, especially community 
colleges. These “learning colleges” are 
trying to take steps to assess them- 
selves and fix any problems before out- 
side forces make a mandatory test to 
determine how well they are teaching, 
much like the MCAS test. 

“There are external forces, but they 
don’t need to push us. The assessment 
can be a powerful and positive thing,” 
said Barbara Stachniewicz, Chair of 
the English Department and another 
member of the Outcomes Assessment 
Committee. 


Gina Kattar, an Early Childhood 
Education major, was a student con- 
tacted by the committee and she echoes 
the same sentiments. 

“It’s a good way to see if the col- 
lege is doing a good job at teaching us 
what they are supposed to be,” said 
Kattar. 

“We are hoping a reasonable 
amount of students will participate,” 
said Sanderson. 

“We want to get samples from all 
different departments. English 
Composition 1 and 2 are just spring- 
boards. We will probably have a small 
amount of students the first time, but 
hopefully we will continue to grow.” 

“This can be a useful way to 
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Post Office by the NECC mailroom 
staff. However, they will continue to 
take envelopes, such as cards and 
bills, to the Haverhill Post Office. 

Fabbrucci said it’s very impor- 
tant for all college employees to 
receive the new guidelines because 
they are the ones who ultimately 
receive the mail. 

The memo, from Tashjy, said 
that if you receive a suspicious letter 


or package you should: 

1. Handle with care, don’t shake 
or bump it. 

2. Isolate it, place the envelope 
or package in a plastic bag to pre- 
vent leakage of contents. 

3. Don’t open it, or smell or taste 
any suspicious substances. 

4. Wash your hands with soap 
and water to prevent spreading any 
powder to your face. 

5. List all people who were in 
the room or area with you when this 
suspicious letter or package was rec- 
ognized. 

Existing campus security guide- 
lines include the Emergency 
Response Guide, which are located 
in every classroom, and _ the 
Guidelines for Critical Incident 
Stabilization from the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Public Safety. 


Rapid Response helps 
ease unemployment 


Number of clients 
needing job services 
hits 10-year high 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Contributing Reporter 


Since Sept. 11, consumer 
confidence has plummeted and 
during the past two weeks unem- 
ployment has doubled in the 
commonwealth, according to a 
state office on campus that 
responds to layoffs in Northeast 
Massachusetts. 

“Unemployment is really the 
second wave of terrorism,” said 
Patricia Vaillancourt, coordinator of 
the Commonwealth Corporation’s 
Rapid Response office at NECC. 
“Unemployment results when there 
is no consumer 
confidence.” 

Recently 
10,000 cases of 
unemployment 
were opened in 
the state. These 
statistics have the 
Rapid Response 
team working 
“like an EMT,” 
Vaillancourt said. 
She reported that 
at the center they 
currently have 
had the highest 
number of clients 
in the past 10 years. She said there 
is “never a dull moment” in the 
center and described the workers 
as “foot soldiers.” 

The Northeast Unit responds 
to unemployment cases all over 
the area, from Lowell to 
Newburyport, to Gloucester to 
Lynn. They also meet with com- 
pany officials to plan transition 
strategies, and coordinate and 
provide on-site pre-layoff ser- 
vices. 

“During the time of layoffs 
people can tend to be grumpy, and 
our services help keep morale 


ed 


Unemployment is 
really the second 


wave ofterrorism. i‘. 
Vaillancourt 


-Patricia Vaillancourt 


up,” Vaillancourt said. 

Rapid Response works under 
the Commonwealth Corporation, 
which has its headquarters in 
Boston. Federally funded by tax 
dollars through the United States 
Department of Labor, 
Massachusetts is provided with a 
budget of more than $1 million 
per year. 

The center provides resources 
such as job search and placement 
assistance, job postings, access to 
computers, laser printers, tele- 
phones, fax machines, newspa- 
pers, periodicals, labor market 
information, and career counsel- 
ing. When layoffs occur it is cru- 
cial to have support services in 
place to inform and assist the 
newly unemployed persons. 
Equally important is the sense of 
hope these services provide to 
clients. 

In order to keep up with the 
progress of its 
clients, Rapid 
response asks 
the assisted 
companies to 
give _evalua- 
tions. The 
response so far 
“tops,” 


said. In addi- 
tion, clients are 
asked to report 
their progress. 

The center 
also fights for 
the rights of 
workers, provides free screening 
and referral services to companies 
that are expanding and hiring per- 
sonnel. 

In these times of overwhelm- 
ing unemployment it is an 
immeasurable asset to have these 
tools in place, at no cost to the 
clients, to provide assistance to 
them before they leave their jobs, 
as well as prompt relocation after 
their jobs have been terminated. 

Rapid Response is the silver 
lining to the tumultuous cloud of 
unemployment that makes 
brighter days more possible. 


Author 


Author sees liberal 
arts education as 
valuable life tool 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


ward-winning author of 

“House of Sand and Fog,” 

Andre Dubus III spoke at the 
Bentley Library about the value of a 
liberal arts education and the impor- 
tance of skepticism in a writer’s 
viewpoint. Dubus, who holds a liber- 
al arts degree, said that the creative 
process is fueled by curiosity, skepti- 
cism and having an open mind. 

“The mark of an educated human 
being is one who is skeptical and 
asks questions,” Dubus _ said. 
“Democracy actually depends upon 
us knowing more than we would nor- 
mally learn from our own individual 
perspective. When you are educated 
you are self-motivated to take charge 
of what happens in the larger scale of 
the world.” 

Dubus said a liberal arts curricu- 
lum provides a well-rounded educa- 
tion and that is something that can be 
empowering in everyday life. 
Having grown up in Haverhill, in one 
of the poorer neighborhoods, he 
often heard friends talking of attend- 
ing NECC to obtain an education that 
they could afford. Because of a liber- 
al arts degree, he knows many people 
that are doing well, but are also bet- 


ter, more complete individuals 
because of their education. 
“Some students in liberal arts 


programs do not know what they 
want to do for a living, but they say 
they want to learn more,” Dubus 
said. “I think what they are really 
saying is they want to grow as a per- 
son and they are looking for work 
that will give them back themselves, 
work that is a part of who they are.” 

Dubus said that he found his 
authentic life when he began writing 
again at about 21 years of age. 

“I felt like myself for the first 
time since I was a child,” he said. 
“Whatever forces I used in writing 
the piece was more ‘me’ than I had 
found doing anything else.” 

Dubus talked briefly on where a 
writer’s inspiration can be found. He 
said that writers rely on slivers of 
images from their memories, a per- 
son, Or a moment in time that has 
stood out. These images are stored in 
our minds for some inexplicable rea- 


Andre Dubus Ill, above, speaks fondly of NECC and tells the audience 
he found his “authentic life” when he started writing. At right, he signs 
books for students Dustin Ganfield and Tanya Winthrop. 


son, for a writer to draw from later in 
life, when forming a story or shaping 
a character. 

“To remember, technically 
speaking, is to put back together,” he 
said. “Memory is a very important 
part of who we are, that is why it is 
so devastating if memory is lost.” 

“House of Sand and Fog” was 
formed through slivers of images 
from Dubus’s past. He told the audi- 
ence about dating an Iranian girl for 
several years and the relationship he 
formed with her father. 

“This man once held a position 
of high importance in his country and 
in America he could not find work,” 
Dubus said. “He once said to me, ‘I 
use to work with kings and queens, 
and now I sell candy and cigarettes to 
people who don’t even know who I 
am,’ and he looked so weighed down 
by the loss of who he once was.” 

Dubus’s visit to NECC was part 
of a series of events designed to pre- 
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serve the heritage of liberal arts at 
NECC. 

“Andre’s experience and talents 
reflect the kind of broad world view 
that the liberal arts foster,’ Professor 
Elaine Mawhinney said. “The things 
this novel explores are particularly 
relevant since Sept. 11 and reflect a 
need for a greater understanding of 
differént cultures and mindsets.” 

Dubus said that since Sept. 11, 
which happened to be his birthday, 
he has been confused as to what to 
think or feel about world events and 
our country’s heightened aware- 
ness. ; 
“In the Chinese language the 
word crisis comes from two charac- 
ters, danger and opportunity,” he 
said. “We are in a crisis time cultur- 
ally and internationally, but I think 
we have an opportunity in this time 
of danger to become more aware 
and clear about what is going on in 
the world.” 


Claude Monet, 1840-1926. French. Poppy Fields, 1890. 


White Fund collection to hang in Lawrence 


Reproductions of famous and 
historic paintings including Claude 
Monet’s 

Poppy Fields will adorn the 
walls of the Lawrence campus of 
Northern Essex Community 
College, with the mounting and 
unveiling of a permanent exhibit of 
the White Fund paintings. 

The original paintings, housed 
for years by Boston’s Museum of 
Fine Arts, have been reproduced 
by the museum for the White Fund 
Trustees, who have had the pieces 
mounted for display at the 
Lawrence campus. 

The exhibit will be on display 
to the public beginning with a 
reception to be held Sunday, Nov. 


e File photos 


4 at 2 p.m. in Room 101 of the 
Amesbury Street building. At the 
reception, MFA Curator George 
Shackelford will speak on 

“Monet & Boston” as part of 
the White Fund Lecture Series. 

Monet’s Poppy Fields, painted 
in 1890, is a longtime showpiece at 
the MFA. 

The 17 paintings in the collec- 
tion (willed to the White Fund by 
the Reverend 

William Wolcott in 1911), also 
include works by European and 
American artists including J.A.C. 
Pissarro, Johan Frederik Thaulow, 
John Constable, Jean Leon 
Gerome, and others. 
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Its allina days 
work for student 
Greg White 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Greg White might make his 
home in Amesbury, but with all the 
time he is spending at NECC as of 
late, he has pretty much made 
Haverhill his unofficial residence. 

“Right now I am taking three 
classes: acting, English comp. 2, and 
philosophy. In addition to that, I am 
the President of the Open Door 
Christian Fellowship, an actor in 
Macbeth, involved in the Student 
Leadership Program, and a peer 
tutor,” White said. 

The 23 year-old has lived in the 
same house all his life; the same one 
his great grandparents bought in the 
1920s. He is now in his third semes- 
ter at NECC after attending Amherst 
College for a year. 

Until recently White worked as a 
surveyor, but is now taking some 
well-deserved time off to focus on 
his education. A Liberal Arts major, 
White eventually plans to major in 
education. 

_-- “I want to go into teaching, but it 
has nothing to do with helping kids. 
I’ve been in school all my life and it’s 


Student and actor Greg White takes a much needed break from his busy schedule. White is a member of 
the cast of Macbeth, President of the Open Door Christian Fellowship, and a full-time student. 


have to go out into the real world,” 
White said. 

“My acting class with Jim 
Murphy is a great class. I liked biol- 
ogy with Karen Garbaczewski and 
sociology with Cynthia Crivaro too. I 
like Northern Essex because it has 
that relaxed atmosphere and because 
I get to live at home.” 


White has taken on the role as 
head of the Open Door. Christian 
Fellowship at NECC. He has already 
led the group on a weekend prayer 
retreat and on a trip to Salem, Mass. 
to pray that any evil presence in the 
town be banished by God. 

“T believe that it’s important to 
have the Fellowship on campus. It 


was somewhat disorganized last year, 
but now that I’ve taken a bigger role 
in it I want to change that. It’s a lot 
harder trying to run the meeting than 
it is just to show up and listen,” said 
White. 

White is also a member of the 
Top Notch Players and is starring as 
Banquo in the upcoming production 
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of “Macbeth.” He has only acted in 
one play before at NECC, which was 
“The Coffee Shop.” 

When asked to describe the dif- 
ference between the characters, 
White said, “Trapolla was great 
because he got to do fun stuff like 
jump out of windows and steal food. 
Banquo is great because dying on 
stage is really fun. I love acting here 
because I get to meet so many weird 
people and acting is good practice for 
lying to people with a straight face.” 

White needs to lead a healthy 
lifestyle to be able to keep up with 
his hectic schedule and being a vege- 
tarian helps him. 

“lve been a vegetarian since 
Thanksgiving of 1997 and the last 
meat I ate was turkey that same day. 
I do it because I am upset at the way 
they are treated and killed. I have no 
problems with eating meat as part of 
the food chain, but I boycott it 
because of the way they treat them 
when they are still alive.” 

So does Greg ever get angry at 
anything? 

“T hate showoffs! They are fake. 
They feel like they have to do some- 
thing to impress everyone, but just 
end up looking stupid. On the other 
side stupid people who know they are 
stupid do the same thing, but-end up 
being funny. I also hate when they 
close of the stairs in the winter 
because they get icy,” White said. 


comfortable. If I stay in them I never 
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Debate club ponders travel safety 


By TIM SILVA 
Contributing Reporter 


‘Is it safe to travel? That was the topic of a 
heated debate on campus Oct. 31 involving 
members of the Contemporary Affairs club and 
NECC faculty. 

The eight participants each chose a side 
based on if they felt safe traveling or not. The 
debate, which took place in the Spurk Building, 
began with each participant stating the reasons 
for their beliefs. 

Melissa Cates, a member of the club who 
was opposed to traveling, said, “If someone 
gave me a plane ticket to Egypt for spring break 
I would say no thanks.” Speaking on the oppo- 
site side of the issue, Jeff Eaton, club president, 
said, “If we stop traveling altogether we let the 
terrorists win.” Eaton, who was among the 
most vocal of the debaters, added, “That’s not 
what this country was founded on.” 

Most strongly opposing Eaton was 
Professor Arthur Barlas who voiced his skepti- 
cism of the government, “I don’t trust the gov- 
ernment, they’re sending us mixed messages.” 

Professor Gerard Morin, speaking opposite 
Barlas, added, “I think driving on 495 in the 
morning is more dangerous than going to 
Logan Airport.” Karen Leonard, a club mem- 
ber, added a different feel to the debate when 


she relayed some of the aggravating hassles her 
husband faced on a recent flight, which includ- 
ed being brought behind closed doors for ques- 
tioning. 

The debate raged on, touching upor nany 
aspects of terrorism as they relate to tra’ »ling. 
Among these was the possibility that the recent 
anthrax scare was the work of non-Arab terror- 
ists. 

This led to the discussion of how long ter- 
rorism will be around, which directly affects 
the future of traveling in America. The consen- 
sus was that terrorism will be around for a 
while, if not forever, in some form or another. 

Club adviser and moderator Professor Bill 
Heineman presented a visual aid from The 
Boston Globe that showed statistical proof that 
a person is more likely to die from smoking than 
a form of terrorism. This data quickly was dis- 
missed as trivial by the majority of the panel. 

The debate ended without a clear advantage 
on either side. The pro-travel side, led by 
Eaton, brought a strong argument to the table. 
Club member Delilah Ramos contributed to 
this strong argument when she said she would 
travel now because eyes are open a lot wider in 
the world of travel following Sept. 11. 

The anti-travel side, led by Barlas, also 
made several good points, including safety and 
unpredictability as big factors in deciding not to 
travel. 


Celebrating life beyond the 
grave on the Day of the Dead 


By Luisa MEJIA 
Features Editor 


While we celebrated Halloween Oct. 31, 
people in Mexico celebrated the Day of the 
Dead Nov. 2. 

This holiday has been celebrated in the 
Aztec peninsula long before the Spanish 
arrived in Mexico. This celebration can be 
traced back to the Aztec celebration of 
Mictecacihuatl or the lady of the dead. During 
the Pre-Hispanic era, these festivities were cel- 
ebrated during the first days of summer, but as 
a result of the Spanish conquest this holiday 
was moved to the first days of November so 
that it would coincide with the Christian holi- 
day of “All Hallows Eve.” 

Therefore, the celebration begins Oct. 31 
and goes through Nov. 2. This celebration is 
not a morbid one full of death motifs, but 
instead it is a celebration for children and a way 
for families to remember and honor their dead, 
it is a celebration of life beyond the grave. 

The Day of the Dead is celebrated through- 
out Mexico, but the preparations and rituals 
vary greatly depending on the region. People in 
the rural areas of Mexico tend to celebrate the 
day as a serious religious ritual, while people in 
more urban centers see it as a festivity consist- 
ing mainly of food and fun. 

According to the Catholic religion Oct. 31 is 
the day of the witches, Nov. | is the day of all the 
saints and Nov. 2 is the day of all the souls, or 
most commonly known as the day of the dead. 

During these days many Mexican families 
prepare gifts and foods to offer to the little 
angels, or the souls of children that have died. 
They believe the little angels will eat the sweets 
prepared in their honor. 

They. create skulls and skeletons made of 
sugar that are given to children and offered to the 
little angels. During these festivities people visit 
the cemeteries and decorate the graves of their 
loved ones, some even sleep at the cemeteries. 

They believe by Nov. 1, the little angels are 
no longer present so they offer cigarettes and 


tequila instead of sweets. Then on Nov. 2, chil- 
dren and their families wear masks to chase 
away the souls from hell. 

The Day of the Dead is a very colorful hol- 
iday most homes are decorated with flowers 
and candles that are put in an altar for the dead. 
It is a day to remember the dead but also to cel- 
ebrate the continuation of life. 

There is a common saying in Mexico, “the 
dead to the coffin, and the living to the party.” 
In English it sounds quite cruel, but what it tries 
to say is that death is just a change, a new 
beginning and that those that are alive must not 
be burdened by death. 

This holiday is very much like Halloween, a 
holiday celebrated mainly for children, and sweets 
are a very important aspect of the celebration. On 
Nov. 2, Mexican children also wear costumes. 
Their costumes however, are associated with 
skeletons and skulls; this is done so that they 
may chase the bad spirits away. 

Halloween and the Day of the Dead are 
both associated with the Christian holidays of 
“All Hallows Eve” and “the Day of all the 
Souls.” Halloween has however changed more 
drastically, partly because in North America 
there is a much more diverse group of people 
who do not share the same religious and histor- 
ical backgrounds. The holiday is not associated 
with any religion or any particular social group. 

In Mexico though, the holiday is preserved 
as a ritual from thcir ancestors the Aztec 
Indians. 
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Union fights for part-timers 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Campus Equity Week recently 
found its way to NECC bringing 
awareness to the inadequate treat- 
ment of part-time and Department of 
Continuing Education (DCE) teach- 
ers. 

Equity Week is a movement 
being sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association 
and the Massachusetts Community 
College Council. 

Since the 1980s, institutions 
have been employing more and more 
part-time faculty while employing 
less full-time staff. On a national 
level, more than one-third of all fac- 
ulty hired are in part-time positions. 
These positions pay much less, are 
non-benefited and have no job secu- 
rity, according to a Campus Equity 
Week ress release. 

The same release goes on to say 
that this inequity will threaten all 
faculty within higher education by 
the elimination of part-time posi- 
tions, increase in non-tenure posi- 
tions, shortage of faculty involved in 
departmental activities beyond class- 
room instruction and compensation 
deflation. 

“Equity Week is part of a nation- 
al movement and was brought to us 
by the MCCC. It is trying to address 
the treatment of DCE and part-time 
staff. There is no commitment any- 
more, and I believe it may discour- 
age people from wanting to teach 
education,” said Mike Nutter, presi- 
dent of the union. 

According to a union document 
entitled “It’s Tuesday, Do You Know 
Where your Teacher Is?” part-time 
faculty are often not given offices of 


Mike Nutter, president of the 
faculty union. 


their own or a telephone extension, 
making it incredibly hard for stu- 
dents to discuss topics or assign- 
ments with their teachers. 

“Many times the teachers are just 
teaching out of their trunks,” agreed 
Nutter. 

The document went on to state 
several more oppressive conditions 
regarding the part-time staff’s lack of 
salary, benefits and job security. 

In regard to job security, the paper 
read, “I cannot tell you where I will be 
teaching next semester. I won’t know 
my schedule until just a few weeks 
before the semester begins if I am 
lucky. Most likely, I will receive a call 
at the last minute asking me to put 
together a class over the weekend. 
Even when I get offers in a reasonable 
amount of time, my classes can still 
be canceled at the last minute, so all 
the work I do to prepare for it will go 
uncompensated.” 


Health insurance and other bene- 
fits are also a hot issue when it comes 
to part-time faculty. As part-time fac- 
ulty do not receive sick time and 
must often pay for their own insur- 
ance, a health care plan is very high 
on the MCCC’s list of priorities 
when trying to achieve more for 
adjunct faculty, according to the 
union release. 

“They need better benefits. There 
isn’t much difference between the 
compared salaries when they are 
compared to others, but they desper- 
ately need benefits,” said Susan 
Sanders, theater teacher. 

Students are quick to agree that 
part-time staff should be given all the 
help they can get and should be treat- 
ed the same as the full-time faculty. 

“They are just as experienced as 
the full-time teachers and should be 
treated as their equal, not a lesser,” 
said Amanda Miller, a student major- 
ing in liberal arts. 

“Tt’s not the amount of time they 
spend here, it’s the amount of effort 
that they put into the work they teach 
that counts,” said Dan Lyons, a phi- 
losophy student. 

Nutter said, “No sooner than the 
ink was dry on the DCE contract that 
the school read it in a very unusual 
way. The school redefined what a 
full course load was. The difference 
between a part-time staff and a 
seniority rate for a teacher can be 
several hundred dollars.” 

The MTA and MCCC hope to 
pass a resolution that among other 
things would include lobbying for 
secure health insurance and retire- 
ment benefits for part-time staff. The 
MCCC is well on its way having 
already secured salary increases of 
170 percent, which averages to 7.5 
percent pay increase a year. 


Answering questions about anthrax 


People should be 
aware of—but not 
fear—anthrax 


By MICHELLE STUCKEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Anthrax. It is all over the news. 
In fact, as far as most Americans are 
concerned it is all over the United 
States, in the form of fear. 

More and more I am finding that 
people fear this disease, and rightful- 
ly so, but they have no idea why they 
should be afraid of it. People do not 
know what anthrax is, what the 
symptoms are, or even which forms 
are fatal. 

People will look at me with dis- 
belief when I tell them that they need 
not fear anthrax, but only be con- 
cerned and aware of the effects that it 
could have if it comes in contact with 
their skin, is inhaled, or ingested. 

People have the right to be 
scared, however, I urge people not to 
be terrified, because that is what the 
people terrorizing this country want. 
They want us to live in fear, and as 
long as we do, we are living as pris- 
oners. 

First, I guess that I should answer 
the most important question people 
have: What is anthrax? 

The Center of Disease Control 
says anthrax “is an infectious disease 
that is found mostly in hoofed ani- 
mals such as sheep, goats, cattle and 
other farm animals.” Because of this 
anthrax is also called “wool sorter’s 
disease.” 

Also according to the CDC the 


symptoms range depending on which 
of the three forms the patient has con- 
tracted. Usually the symptoms will 
show up, no matter which form, with- 
in a week. 

The cutaneous form is the most 
common and the least severe. People 
contract this form when the bacteri- 
um enters a cut on the skin. Usually 
people have this form of the disease 
contract it when handling animal 
products such as wool and hides. 

CDC says usually “symptoms 
will includes an itchy bump on the 
skin that looks like a bug bite.” 
Within a few days, the bump will 
change into “a painless dark lesion on 
the skin.” CDC also assures that this 
form of Anthrax is not deadly if 
caught in the early stages and treated 
with the right antibiotics. 

Another form of anthrax, and 
possibly the most common right now 
in the United States, is the inhaled 
form. According to CDC “a person 
contracts this when Anthrax spores 
are inhaled deep into the lungs.” 

Symptoms are the same as if the 
person were coming down with 
common cold or the flu. Within a 
few days the person who contracted 
this form will most likely have 
severe difficulty breathing, and go 
into shock. However, CDC has 
made it known that there is treat- 
ment for this form if it is detected 
early on. 

The third and final form of 
anthrax is intestinal. CDC says that 
this occurs when people ingest meat 
that has not been taken care of prop- 
erly in terms of preparation. 

With this type of anthrax, the 
symptoms are more severe, howev- 


er, only 25 percent to 60 percent 
actually die according — to 
www.health. yahoo.com. People 
who contract this form of anthrax 
see “signs of nausea, loss of 
appetite, vomiting, fever followed 
by abdominal pain, vomiting of 
blood, and severe diarrhea.” 

Officials say that if you get a sus- 
picious looking letter in the mail, one 
that you do not recognize as a bill or 
a letter from someone you know, or 
you just do not feel comfortable 
opening it — do not open it. 

Darlene Superville of the 
Associated Press says “if you notice a 
white powder or granular substance 
on the envelope put it down, wash 
your hands with hot soapy water, and 
call the police.” 

If you suspect that you have been 
infected with the anthrax bacteria, 
you need to see a doctor immediate- 
ly, because the possibility of curing 
anthrax in the late stages is slim. 

However, if you feel like you are 
coming down with a cold and you 
have not been in an area where it is 
necessary to be tested, stay calm. 

Superville also said “Doctors 
have warned against stockpiling 
antibiotics or taking them as a pre- 
caution” and they still stand behind 
that decision. 

After the attacks in the World 
Trade Center America was terrified. 

The real success of that attack 
was the level of terror that Bin 
Laden’s people brought on us. It is 
the same concept with the fact that 
Anthrax could be used as a weapon 
against us. 

The more terrified America 


become, the more the terrorists win. 


Security responds to call 
of suspicious powder 


The following incidents were 
collected from campus security 
reports: 

Suspicious powder: After 
teaching a class, professor Ginger 
Hurajt went to her office on the 
third floor of Spurk and found a 
white powdery substance on her 
table. Sgt. Ellis was summoned to 
her office and then called police. 
Ellis was told to stand at the door 
and make sure that no one entered 
the room. 

Minutes later, the Haverhill 
Police and Fire departments 
arrived with two specialists and a 
kit. The specialists were dressed in 
special suits and wore protective 
gloves and boots. 

After performing several tests 
they determined that the lobby in 
C314 was safe. The specialists put 
the remaining powder in a bag and 
took it with them. Oct. 19, 3:30 
p.m. 

Head _ pain: A _ student’s 
Cochlear implant was touched by 
another student, causing her an 
intense head pain. The student was 
sent to Hale Hospital. Oct. 31, 
1:25 p.m. 

Injury: A student playing bas- 
ketball ran into another player and 
hit her knees, causing her knee to 
pop. An ambulance was called and 
the student was sent to the Holy 
Family Hospital in Methuen. Oct. 
26, 12:55 p.m. 

Accident: A female student 
found a note attached to her car, 
stating that some persons saw a sil- 
ver and bronze Ford Taurus back 
into her car, a red Ford Probe with 
New Hampshire plates. 

The person who saw the acci- 
dent did not leave a name, but said 
the car that hit the female student’s 
car had a broken taillight. Her car 
was dented on the front of the pas- 
senger’s side. 

The student called her parents 
and the Haverhill Police 
Department. She said she would 
wait outside for them to arrive and 
would return to the security office 
to make another phone call. 

She never returned and the 
security officer failed to get her 
name, The security officer was 
expecting to do so when the 
woman returned to make the last 
phone call. Oct. 9, 6 p.m. 

Boy kicked in face: During 
the PAL Soccer Tournament, a 


young boy was_ accidentally 
kicked in the face. An ambulance 
was called, and the boy was trans- 
ported to the hospital. Oct. 6, 1:30 
p.m. 

Tampering: Officer DiPietro 
noticed that a black or blue SUV 
was parked on the ramp leading to 
the kitchen. He said a person was 
tugging on the chains that lock the 
door. 

When he approached, the 
vehicle slowly drove out of the 
area. DiPietro was not able to get 
the license plate number. Security 
will watch the area closely to 
ensure there are no further inci- 
dents. Oct. 3, 4:30 a.m. 

Stolen signs: Several signs 
were stolen from their poles on 
campus between the hours of 3 and 
11 p.m. The signs that were stolen 
are as follows: The “One Way” at 
the beginning of lot 4; the “Stop” 
sign at the entrance of the horse- 
shoe, lot 1; and the horse holding 
the “One Way” had been moved. 
At the top of lot 1, the “Stop” sign 
had been removed and a pair of 
pliers was found. Security said 
they will make more rounds per 
shift. Oct. 2, 7 p.m. 

Vandalism: A faculty mem- 
ber’s car, parked in lot 4, was 
egged. Nobody saw anything. 
Security is investigating. Oct. 2, 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Door unlocked and open: 
During the 40th anniversary, a 
security officer was doing his 
rounds with Captain Alaimo, and 
found the bookstore still unlocked, 
the door was open about six inches. 

They went inside to make sure 
nobody was inside, but in doing so 
activated the alarm system. 
Security tried to reach store man- 
ager Brian Johnson, but the num- 
ber had been disconnected or 
changed. The alarm company 
never arrived and the alarm reset 
itself. 

They spoke to Johnson the fol- 
lowing Monday and he informed 
the security’s office that he had 
changed his number in June and 
that the former security company 
did not make a note of it. His 
phone number is now on records. 
Oct. 1, 2:45 p.m. 


Lawrence receives funding 
for evening child care 


Working parents can now take 
evening classes at the Lawrence cam- 
pus and have access to affordable, 
convenient, quality, licensed child- 
care at the Campus Learning Center. 

This evening childcare program, 
the first of its kind in Lawrence, is 
funded with a $30,616 Pell grant. 

This represents 1 percent of 
NECC’s total Pell Grants disburse- 
ment in fiscal year 2000. These 
United States Department of 
Education CCAMPIS funds will be 
used to cover staffing expenses for 
140 evenings. 

The total budget to staff this pro- 
gram is $41,817. The difference, 
which accounts for 52 nights, will be 
funded through “parent fees’” of $2 
per hour, per child. 

The Campus Learning Center’s 
new hours are from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
There are 12 children enrolled in this 


evening childcare program, which is 
available to children ages 2.9 to 6. 

Because of the funds, the child- 
care program will continue for a four- 
year period. Sufficient staffing levels 
will be maintained in keeping with 
the number of children in the pro- 
gram. 

It is expected that by the end of 
the four-year period, enrollment will 
have grown sufficiently to cover all 
program costs, enabling the program 
to become self-sufficient. The con- 
cept of licensed on-campus childcare 
was explored in the fall of 2000. 

The Stevens Foundation funded 
extending childcare hours at the 
Campus Childcare Center from 5 to 
10 p.m., Monday to Thursday. 

During that fall semester nine 
children were enrolled. The enroll- 
ment grew to 12 by the spring of 
2001. ' 
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Student talent shows off at Sad Cafe 


Catching a local 
show, discovering 


NECC musician 


By Kory WAGNER 
Contributing Reporter 


NECC is full of different types of 
people, all with their own talents. 
Last week I was able to witness some 
of the talent that is within the school. 

Armed only with my camera and 
an open mind I walked into the Sad 
Café, a small club in Plaistow, N.H., 
not expecting to hear or see anything 
too unusual. I had never heard of any 


of the bands that were playing, but it 
was something to do where music 
was the main component. 

As I made myself comfortable 
next to the stage, ready to unleash a 
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NECC student Pete Edgerly performs with his band “Clockwork” at the Sad Cafe’ in Plaistow, N.H. 


roll of film on the first unsuspecting 
band to play, I noticed that I recog- 
nized the singer/bass player of the 
band. It was one of our very own 
NECC students, Pete Edgerly. My 
interest perked up immediately and 
became ready to listen and capture 
the moment on film as they readied 
themselves to play. 

The name of the group of four 
unknown chaps is “Clockwork.” 
Their music struck me as pop/punk 
with a dash of funk mixed in for good 
measure. They delivered their music 
to the audience with such zest and 
zeal you could tell that they loved 


‘From Hell resurrects 
mystery of Jack the Ripper 


The four member group provided music with a mix of pop, punk and funk with a blend of comic antics. 


what they were doing. This is the 
main reason I used a whole roll of 
film on these fellows. To me nothing 
beats a group of musicians who 
absolutely love what they are doing 
and let the audience know they do. 

For the whole duration of their 
set you found nothing but good 
music fueled by comic antics from 
every member of the band. With each 
song you could see the crowd started 
to take hold and make the music their 
own. 

At first glance you would have 
thought that each member (four in 


total) were totally different, but when 
they combined their forces nothing 
but good came out. Each member’s 
personality shone through that night 
while they were on stage, and I 
would not have wanted it any other 
way. 

I must say I was quite pleased to 
have seen this band that night. I was 
also pretty excited that people from 
our own college community were out 
there in the world doing what they 
love to do. 

For someone who has been in 
and out of this college for a couple of 


years, this sight made me feel good 
about the people at our college that I 
don’t know but probably see every 
time I enter the Spurk Building. 

As a community, I don’t believe 
we pay much attention to the talent in 
our school until we are unexpectedly 
exposed to it. If we all take a little 
time out of our day to experience 
some of the events that take place at 
NECC, the benefits that may result, 
not only for ourselves but for the 
other students, may make our experi- 
ence with this school a more fulfill- 
ing one. 


Carefully created with 
crafty montage sequences, 
Ripper is hauntingly real 


By ADAM CARTER 
Opinion Editor 


Some murder cases are never solved. 
Especially older ones, such as with the mystery 
of Jack the Ripper. The Hughes Brothers’ new 
film, From Hell, is an imaginative exploration 
of one of the most perplexing murder cases in 
history. 

Johnny Depp gives another classic perfor- 
mance as Inspector Abberline, an opium addict 
who is known for being subject to visions that 
help him solve cases. His wife’s death of some 
years past haunts him, adding an interesting 
depth to his character. The eye of the camera 
follows him as well as a group of prostitutes 
who work in the grimy and crime-ridden 
Whitechapel District in London, right around 
1888. The women of this tightly-knit group are 
turning up dead, one by one, and it is up to the 
opium-addled Abberline to find the killer. 

His task takes on a personal urgency as he 
falls for Mary Kelly (played by Heather 
Graham), one of the prostitutes, or “unfortu- 
nate” women of England. 

This film was carefully done, right down to 
the cockney accents. Movie lovers (As well as 
Depp fanatics) will recognize an atmospheric 
gloominess similar to Sleepy Hollow; it seems 
that Depp is cut-out well for the role of a 
strange investigator. His character in From Hell 
was reminiscent to his role in Sleepy Hollow. 

There are many theories as to who Jack the 
Ripper really was. It has even been suggested 
that he was born of a prostitute, and in coming 
of age, grew to hate what his mother was. Then 
he snapped and began taking out his rage on 
other prostitutes. 


Photo courtesy of Fox 


interesting (yet still fictional (?)) idea of who 
he really was. I won’t give away the details, 
save to say that in the context of the plot, if the 
killer’s identity is publicly revealed, it could 
mean the ruin of an empire. Inspector 
Abberline’s situation becomes stickier as he 
learns more, for it begins to seem that everyone 
will lose in the end no matter what he does. 

This was not a gore fest of a film, but I 
would not take the young ones to see it. I 
would also caution those of weak stomachs; 
the violence level of this film becomes quite 
graphic at times. Very nasty stuff. 

There are some crafty montage sequences, 
too. We are given split-second shots of murder, 
terminal psychosis, and the absinthe and lau- 
danum-induced visions of Detective Abberline 
(Laudanum is explained as a liquid derivative 
of opium). 

You will walk out of the theater thinking 
about a case that is over a century old, one that 
will likely never be solved. You may also walk 
away feeling a bit depressed. However, good 
acting and an involved plot, plus character 


_ depth and well-crafted sets make this film 
The Hughes Brothers present ds with an ~~ seg 


ros 


worth the time and money to seé ‘it. 


Return this form to: 


Top Notch 
Players 


present 
Macbeth 


Faculty, staff, and alumni are 
invited to a special presentation by 
the Top Notch Players of Macbeth, 
Shakespeare’s dark and bloody tale 
of power, greed, murder, ambition, 
and corruption. 

As the curtain rises at 7 p.m. Nov. 
18, join David Hartleb and the 
Alumni Association as we explore 
the boundaries between good and evil 
and the influence the power of sug- 
gestion may wield in our own lives. 

As reported in the Oct. 17 issue 
of the NECC Observer, “the actors in 
the Top Notch Theater production of 
Macbeth are being professionally 
trained to fight, to murder and to die, 
medieval style.” 

There are four fight scenes in 
Macbeth, all being choreographed by 
Richard Hedderman, a certified state 
combat director... Hedderman would 
like to get as many deaths on stage as 
possible, and the more shrieking, 
roaring and clanking, the better the 
fight scene will be.” 

Please call the alumni office at 
ext. 3623 to reserve your seat for an 
evening you won’t soon forget! 
Complimentary dessert will be 
served following the performance, 
giving guests the opportunity to visit 
with the cast members. 


Would you be interested in holiday/weekend day trips to: (please circle choice) 


Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 


Loon Mountain, NH 

_ Cannon Mountain, NH 
Waterville Valley, NH 
Mt. Sunapee, NH 

_ Ragged Mountain 

_ Sunday River, Maine 
Killington, Vermont 

Other 


No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 


_ Would you be interested in helping to plan ski & snowboard club activities? 


ye Ne 


If one never skied or snowboard before but would like to learn, 


Nes Mo 


: Name: 
- ey. 


a Telephone -. 
E-mail: 


Student Activities & Orientation - L142, Lawrence Campus or 


John. eee L200, Lawrence cae 
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By Miss Anna 


Aries: (March 21-April 20) 

An unusual opportunity may 
present itself, which may involve 
public appearances. Loving 
thoughts are expressed to you and 
these remarks may not be just 
passing pleasantry, but an invita- 
tion for something deeper. Clear 
communication can smooth the 
way. 

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) 

If you are feeling tied down 
by some relationship which is 
draining you, it may be time to 
declare your independence. Make 
your break in a quiet, but firm 
manner. Check and recheck your 
money resources, and be sure you 
are doing something to create 
future security. 

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) 

There is a wonderful sense of 
the many possibilities life holds 
in store for you this week. This 
attitude will fill you with opti- 
mism and high energy. Those 
around you may be turned off by 
your manner; remember you can- 
not convince everyone to feel the 
same way you do. 

Cancer: (June 22 - July 23) 

If you are feeling a bit crowd- 
ed, it is very important to speak 
up and take time and space for 
yourself, even if only temporari- 
ly. You may receive news about 
money, the information will not 
be as positive as you’d like - learn 
not to get attached to expecta- 
tions. 

Leo: (July 24 - Aug. 23) 

You are finding yourself in a 
rut this week, and it will take a bit 
of effort on your part to get out of 
it. Try something new. You need 
time to play. It may be best to get 
to the bottom of some emotional 
upheaval before proceeding - log- 
ical approach is not satisfactory. 

Virgo: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

This week feels like a new 
lease on life. Do something which 
gets your blood pumping. 
Physical overexertion will do you 
good. You and your mate may 
experience greater attraction for 
each other if you put a little dis- 
tance between yourselves. Get 


more input before making any 
moves. 

Libra: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

An emotional upset may leave 
you feeling rather sorry for your- 
self, but things are really not as 
bad as they may seem right now. 
Give it all a second chance. Find 
a way to give away items which 
have lost their usefulness, to 
those who will appreciate them. 

Scorpio: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

You are definitely in a good 
mood. Just be careful what you 
wish for since you just may get it. 
Treat yourself to a luxury you sel- 
dom consider. Have patience con- 
cerning a current project. Your 
ship will come in, and worrying 
will not hasten the process. 

Sagittarius: (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) 

An organized approach will 
get the job done. Money may 
come from an unexpected source 
to help you realize your goals. 
Your lover needs attention now. 
Make sure it is quality time and 
the two of you discuss matters of 
mutual importance and goals. 

Capricorn: (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

It may be hard to maintain 
your optimism - there isn’t any- 
thing wrong, you are just in a 
dark, brooding mood. Your 
health, both physical and mental 
may be affected by stress either at 
home or at work. Make necessary 
changes and accept what you 
can’t change. 

Aquarius: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

A very generous financial gift 
may materialize and can remove a 
great deal of worrying. Now you 
can really go after what’s impor- 
tant, and a creative endeavor is at 
the top of your list. Remove your- 
self from an obligation which 
takes too much energy with little 
return. 

Pisces: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

If something has been lost, 
you are likely to find it. Don’t 
allow your pride to stand in the 
way of asking forgiveness of 
someone you may have wronged. 
This estrangement may _ take 
awhile to patch up, and may never 
be the same. It is a hard lesson to 
learn. 


Across 

1. Dwell (on) 

5. Dressed 

9. Places to sweat? 
14. Old music halls 
15. Loser to a tortoise 
16. “Great job!” 

17. Not for the faint- 
hearted 

18. “The Sopranos” 
Emmy winner Falco 
19.___sup and down 
(got a good look at) 
20. Lesser camel rela- 
tive? 

23. Pound of poetry 
24. Gives support to 
ZoeMerCedcs mime 
27. 65, say, for retire- 
ment 

28. Egg cream ingre- 
dient 

31. Spoken 

34. Dismay 

37. Beginning of a 
cycle? 

38. Frequent Woody 
Allen theme 

40. Mo. with most of 


Leo 

41. Coral island 

43. Friend 

44, Slate.com 
employee 


47. “En garde” weapon 

48. Underdog’s role 

50. Wayside stop 

52. Draftable 

53. Attached 

58. Warner 

60. Give-away promo for a 
Winnie-the-Pooh movie? 

62. Melees 

64. Persia, now 

65. North Korea’s Kim I]_ 
66. Chloroform kin 

67. Kindly 

68. Peak in Greek myth 

69. Grating sounds 

70. Property proof 

71. New Jersey cagers 


Down 
1. Seabiscuit, e.g. 
2. The first Vice President 


Kalk 


igo ae] 


bead 


copyright, 2001, David Levinson Wilk 


3. Summation 

4. Cargo amounts 

5. London or New York neigh- 
borhood 

6. Soup scooper 

7. Selections at the Met 

8. Judge 

9. “Antiques Roadshow” airer 
10% - Express 

11. Tease “Sharp Dressed Man” 
rock group? 

12. At any point 

13. Pop 

21. Schlep 

22. Slain shepherd 

26. Actress Raines 

28. Kind of palm 

29. Writer Stanley Gardner 
30. Agitate 

31. Drains 

32. Take _(rest) 


33. What you hear when Inuits 
get in their Jacuzzis? 

35. Low poker holding 

36. Shot 

SOR he “Tonner 

42. “The Charge of the Light 
Brigade” poet 

45. Cannot hear 

46. Grew red, like a tomato 

49. With the beat, on the dance 
floor 

51. Formerly named 

53. Eagle’s roost 

54. Two-fingered message 

55. Soak 

56. Surrealist Max 

57. Impressionist Edgar 
Sone nox 

59. “Lovely” Beatles girl 

61. Peel 

63. A.A.R.P. members 


e-—-— — ~— — - S e 
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LARC prepares 
for upcoming 
semester events 


By JERALYN MASON 
Arts Editor 


The Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee was started 
last year by teachers who felt the necessary balance between 
the Liberal Arts and technology was not being upheld. 

Elaine Mawhinney, the coordinator, recently explained 
during an interview why LARC was started and what they 
have planned for the coming year. 

Liberal arts trains people in values; it is about finding the 
human element in things, Mawhinney explained. It gives stu- 
dents a broad world view, instead of limited tunnel vision. 

The subjects studied during the course of a liberal arts 
education can help students deal with everyday life on their 
own. For instance, courses in philosophy, history or cultur- 
al studies can be of great benefit and wonderful forums for 
informative discussion, especially in these recent times. 

In the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks, an open, educated 
mind is extremely important, Mawhinney said. 

“The mentality that fosters hatred comes of ignorance,” 
she said. Having a liberal arts education helps dispel the 
ignorance and while it can’t solve everything, it is surely a 
step in the right direction. 

“Violence is easier without a sense of human values,” 
Mawhinney continued, saying that we should never get to far 
from a values-oriented education because without it, people 
have no touchstone, no way of understanding their actions. 

Mawhinney also said that, in her opinion, a liberal arts 
education is the most useful and practical sort of education 
because by training the mind in so many different areas, a 
variety of career options are available to students. 

_ Especially in these times, when job security is so often 
threatened, a broad education and the ability to adapt one’s 
mind to different situations is extremely necessary. 

Mawhinney said that while technology education is also 
important, it shouldn’t be an “either/or” choice. 

“Life, liberty and what our country was founded on are 
all liberal arts ideas,” she said, “and they have stood the test 
of time. We have progressed because of those ideas, and now 
is not the time to let them go. Liberal arts fosters reevalua- 
tion of ideas and inspires courage—the things that make this 
country great.” 

With a Liberal arts education, students are taught toler- 
ance of all cultures and different ways of looking at their 
own society. 

This is the only way for people to accept and understand 
how the world works and this is a beneficial mindset for any- 
one, anytime, but more so than ever right now when people 
are making accusations and passing judgments left and right. 

“A liberal arts education frees people,” Mawhinney said. 

To help teach and free people, LARC has set up a series 
of events on many different subjects, which will be taking 
place at the college this year. 

In the works is a discussion featuring prisoners of war 
from World War II to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. There are also plays, music and 
dance performances and discussions featuring authors of 
popular novels. 

For more information, contact Elaine Mawhinney at 
(978) 556-33950. 


LARC Events 


admission $5 adults, $4 
students/seniors 


“Macbeth” 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Nov. 15, 16, 17 

8 p.m. Top Notch Theatre, 
Haverhill campus 
admission: $5 general, $4 
students/senoirs 


Winter Music Concert 
Saturday Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday Dec. 2, 2 p.m. 
Bentley Library, Haverhill 
campus 

Snow Falling on Cedars, 


LIFE IN 
HELL 


© 1986 BY 
MATE 
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Panel Discussion 

Tuesday Nov. 13 6:30 p.m. 
Bentley Library Haverhill 
campus 


Student Dance 
Performance 

Friday, Saturday Nov. 30, 
Dec. 1 7:30 p.m., Sport and 
Fitness Center, Haverhill 
campus 


“A Christmas Carol” 
Friday Dec. 7, 7 p.m. 
Saturday Dec. 8, 2 p.m. 
Sunday Dec. 9, 7 p.m. 

Top Notch Theater, Spurk 
Building, Haverhill campus 
Admission $10 adults, $6 
students/children 


WILL THE CRARACT ERS IN LIFE IN HELL” 


Thrash metal band feels 
nervous about 
keeping its name 


By DAVID PELLERIN 
Contributing Reporter 


A weapon of biological destruction 
is what we now know as Anthrax. 
Before the attacks on Sept. 11, Anthrax 
was more famous for being the name of 
one of the best Thrash-metal bands 
around. 

The band Anthrax formed in the 
early 1980s and took speed and thrash 
metal to new heights. They hit the scene 
in New York at the same time as 
Metallica and Megadeth. With album 
titles such as “Spreading the Disease” 
and “Among the Living,” the band now 
feel nervous about keeping its name. 

Guitarist Scott Ian has made his 
feelings known on his Web site, 
Anthrax.com. 

“This is the kind of exposure we 
don’t need. It is as though it’s 1937 and 
I’m a bandleader named Freddie Hitler. 
Maybe we should change the name 
now. A friend suggested “Basket of 
Puppies.” 

The band has seriously thought 
about changing the name but it looks as 
if they will not. Scott Ian said he came 
up the with the name 20 years ago when 
anthrax was something he would hear 
about in science class. ‘ 

“I was just looking for something 


different from all those‘er’ -bands,-like- 


PN 
é 


Yi 
or ae 
Cs) 


‘ 
y aes 


Photo courtesy of Island Records 


Anthrax, the band—not to be confused with a weaponized germ. 


Destroyer and Killer,” Ian said. 

The band’s Web site has received 
many more hits due to people looking 
for information on the disease anthrax. 

Recently a medicine company that 
produces Cipro, the antibiotic to cure 
anthrax, has asked to purchase their 
Web domain. Anthrax declined the 
offer. The band has now put up links to 
the Red Cross and information on 
anthrax the bacterium. 

Ian has said that people keep com- 
ing up to him saying, ‘wouldn’t it be 
funny if you got anthrax?’ The metal 
maestro-said-he-is prepared because he 


bought the antibiotic Cipro recently. Ian 
stated: “I will not die an ironic death.” 

Anthrax now looks ahead as they 
record their latest album “Superhero” 
which will be out sometime in 2002. 

They will also be hitting the road in 
January along with Judas Priest for the 
“Operation: Enduring Metal Tour.” 

You can be sure about one thing, 
whether or not the name stays, the quar- 
tet will continue to produce the super 
fast heavy metal music for which they 
are famous. 
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The hard dedication of figure skating 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


When watching a figure skater 
on television people see grace, beau- 
ty, and energy. A combination of ath- 
letics and artistry. The skater wins 
the gold, but few actually realize 
what the skater had to go though to 
get there. 

Ice Skating can be defined as 
“sliding across an expanse of ice 
while balancing on steel runners that 
have been affixed to the bottom of 
special boots designed specifically 
for skating” (usfsa.org). Children can 
learn to skate at early ages, in the 
skating world it seems the earlier the 
better. 

The Haverhill-Salem Figure 
Skating Club has a learn to skate pro- 
gram for boys and girls ages four and 
up. The Haverhill Veteran’s 
Memorial ice-skating Rink has been 
teaching Greater Haverhill children 
to skate since 1972. The Learn to 
Skate program is for children who 
have never skated before. The costs, 
“$156 plus $20 non-refundable regis- 
tration fee” (hsfsc.com). 

Equipment is another cost. 
Figure skates are priced in different 
ranges and for more professional 
skater’s boots and blades are separate 
prices both ranging in hundreds of 
dollars. Costumes, though very beau- 
tiful, are also expensive. The cos- 
tumes need to match the skater’s 
music and help make the package 
complete. With different fabrics, 
rhinestones, and sequin dresses can 
easily price in to the hundreds and 
even thousands. 

Once a skater has completed The 
Learn to Skate program, the next step 
is to enroll into the Skate With U.S. 


Photo courtesy of www.usfsa.org 


Michelle kwan makes figure skating look easy 


Basics Skills skating program for 
beginners. The United States Figures 
Skating Association designed this 
program. “The USFSA is the nation- 
al governing body for figures skating 


on ice in the United States. It is 
responsible for making and enforcing 
rules for the sport and holding com- 
petitions and official tests. Each year 
more that 585 skating clubs, 60,000 


Teurnanient 
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USFSA members and 75,000 basic 
skills members register with the 
USFSA” (usfsa.org) From this pro- 
gram, a skater will receive an official 
USFSA basic skills membership, 
which will let the skater join differ- 
ent skating clubs and programs and 
compete at each level. 

Coaches play a significant role in 
the skater’s success. Coaches give 
guidance and leadership that help the 
skater achieve his or her goals. They 
want the best for their students. But 
coaches can be very expensive. They 
are in control of their salary. 

Skaters put their lives on hold to 
focus on performing and competing. 
Figure skating for 12 years I realized 
what a competitive and expensive 
sport it can be. In 1994 I tried out for 
Walt Disney on Ice and part of the 
tryouts is being weighed in. 

The girls took off all of their 
heaviest clothing to make the weight 
cuts. Some would go to extremes to 
become the perfect skater. I would 
practice all the time, skating before 
school at 5:30 a.m. and later that 
night. There is emotional and physi- 
cal pain. Falling on the ice can take 
a toll on the skater’s body. 

Figure skating has opened doors 
to many opportunities. I was asked 
to be a member on team USA New 
England and had the opportunity to 
travel each year to Europe and train. 

I had the opportunity to meet dif- 
ferent people though one minute we 
would be competitor, but each skater 
knows exactly what the other one 
goes through. 

Figure skating is a tough sport 
that pushed me to my limits. Like 
any sports it brings people together 
to find their competitive edge. And 
like any sport it leaves you with 
rewarding life experiences. 
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Cross country 


team member 
breaks college 
record 


By JAMIE Roy 


Sports Editor 
The cross- 
IN ) country team 


PN 


recently com- 
peted at Rivier 
College on a 
five-mile 
c ‘etugrrsmer. 
Northern Essex 
placed third 
beating Daniel 
Webster, 
Lassell, Rivier 
and other 
schools. 

Larry Fowle placed second mak- 
ing a new school record of 27:04. 
Sixth fastest time Nationally in 
Division III Junior College country. 
Tony Taurasi placed eleventh, Charlie 
Silva eighteenth, Freddy Gibbs twen- 
ty-first, Joe Martinez twenty-seventh, 
Junior Leal thirty-second. Both 
Martinez and Leal had nearly a four- 
minute improvement. 

Coach Caputo stated, “We 
now have seven weeks under our 
belt...we have been racing “slow” 
courses. This course had 1-mile 
pavement, cut grass, and plenty of 
narrow wood paths.” 

The next meets are sched- 
uled at the Community College of 
Rhode Island for the Regional XXI 
meet, then the District meet in 
Hunlock Creek, PA, and Nationals in 
San Antonio. 
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Reyes Gym 
is an opportuni- 
ty for anyone to 
learn martial 
arts such as Tae- 
Kwon-Do, kick 
boxing, and 
boxing. It is a 
great way to 
relieve stress, or 
start a new 
hobby, at the 
same time building your confidence. 
John Reyes has been teaching martial 
arts for many years. 

He spends four nights a week 
instructing Tae-Kwon-Do, six days a 
week teaching boxing and kick box- 
ing. Known to his Tae-K won-Do stu- 
dents as “Sabumnim” which means 
the highest respect for the knowledge 
of the instructor, John Reyes is also 
every inch the athlete. 

For the past 25 years John Reyes, 
an In-Process Inspector at the 
Antenna & Microwave Division in 
Amesbury, has devoted himself to 
this training. In 1959 at the age of 
eight John began boxing at the Lynn 
Boys Club under trainer Tony 
Pavone. we 

He then moved to Cambridge in 
1965, and began to box under Juan 
Sanchez. Sanchez was a former wel- 
terweight boxing top contender. 
Four years later John entered the 
United States Marine Corps, and 
began boxing in the Marines during 
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the Vietnam War era. 

In 1975 John then began learn- 
ing Tae-K won-Do, nine years later he 
became an Amateur Athletic Union 
(A.A.U.), senior back belt, light- 
weight champion. In 1985 and 1986 
he qualified for the A.A.U. nationals. 
Jon Reyes won the A.A.U. northeast 
lightweight championship in 1988. 

Then in 1989 he won the men’s 
lightweight championship in Tae- 
Kwon-Do, and was the grand cham- 
pion runner up. John has won sever- 
al other tournaments in both martial 
arts, and Forms competition, in the 
professional karate league. 

He has earned recognition as the 
number four Senior Black Belt fight- 
ers by the Professional Karate 
League of the USA. John was also 
CO-director of the United States Tae- 
Kwon-Do Federation, as well as a 
member of the International Tae- 
Kwon-Do Federation, and an obvi- 
ous member of the New England 
Amateur Athletic Union. 

John Reyes is married to Alison 
King other wise known as Alison 
“Cobra” King. Alison has been 
trained by John for many years, and 
teaches the cardio kick boxing class- 
es. She started her career as a kick 
boxer. I 

In 1996 she also began boxing 
when it became legal for women in 
Massachusetts. Since then she has 
trained herself as a kick boxer, as 
well as a boxer, and in Karate. 
Alison won the 112-pound novice 
division title at-the annual Golden 
Gloves tournament in Lowell. 


She won the Northeast Regional 
ISKA Atom-lightweight women’s 
kick boxing belt. King also won the 
World featherweight championship 
in Karate. Alison’s last fight was her 
pro-boxing debut in August of 2000. 

Three of John’s students had 
interesting things to say about Reyes 
Gym. 

“It’s a fun way to exercise 
because you can learn how to fight 
while getting in shape,” said Eric 
Lariviure an NECC graduate who 
fought under John in the 1999 golden 
gloves and also kick boxes. “I can 
also take my road rage out on a heavy 
bag instead of someone else.” 

Dayton Schlosser kicked boxed 
in tournaments and is also a Tae- 
Kwon-Do instructor at the gym said, 
“Reyes Gym provides people with a 
place to learn an art, and a skill in 
both fighting and wellness. Both a 
mental stabilizer and a_ physical 
workout, anyone would benefit from 
Reyes Gym.” 

Chad Merrill, who has been 
going to the gym for years and plans 
to fight in this year’s golden gloves 
says, “I would recommend Reyes 
Gym to anyone who is serious about 
really getting into shape. It’s a good 
class for people just starting out, or 
people who have been working out 
for years. The class allows you to go 
at your own pace, and there is spar- 
ring for people who are interested in 
competing.” 

When attending the gym John 
Reyes gives a lot of one-on-one help 
to his students. I have been attending 


Can Tom Brady get passing 
grade as Patriots quarterback? 


With Drew Bledsoe 
injured, can Brady 


fill his shoes? 


By AprRIL Coscia 
Contributing Reporter 


New England Patriots fans will 
soon find out if Tom Brady is cut out 
for the job as starting quarterback. 
Soon after Drew Bledsoe was injured 
Tom Brady became the starting quar- 
terback for the New England 
Patriots. Bledsoe stood on the side- 
lines watching and calling plays out 
to Brady. 

Before Sunday Oct. 28, Brady 
did not have any interceptions, 
throwing 131 passes. He was 16 of 
20 for 202 yards and three touch- 
downs in Oct. 28 game. Still after 
that game Brady told The Boston 
Globe, “I still haven’t proven any- 
thing” It’s only four games. But it’s a 
good start, winning on the road and 
taking the crowd out of the game. 

In this Sunday’s game, reality 
struck for Tom Brady and for every- 
one watching as he threw four inter- 
ceptions in the last 15 minutes of the 
fourth quarter against the Denver 
Broncos. This was the first time 
Brady threw one interception let 
alone three more since he has 
became the Patriots starting quarter- 
back. Before those last 15 minutes 
of the game Brady was 13 for 16 
with two touch down passes. Brady 
understands that eyes will be on him 


Photo courtesty of www.patriots.com 


Tom Brady looks for a receiver. 


as fans, coaches and the team watch- 
es next Sunday’s game. 

Coming out of the game on 
Sunday, Brady did not seem any dif- 
ferent than if he had not thrown those 
four interceptions. He made himself 
available to answer media questions. 
He also did not seem to be discour- 
aged. Brad told The Boston Globe, 
“Sometimes as a quarterback you get 
into a comfort zone and at a point 
where you haven’t thrown an inter- 
ception in a long time, you think 
heck, I’m never going to throw an 
interception, and you just start taking 
things for granted.” 

The question is: Will Tom Brady 
is able to make another error and 
brush it off or will he not be able to 


cut it? It seems now Brady will have 
to prove himself to his team and 
everyone else watching. This isn’t 
the first ttme Tom Brady has had to 
do this. It has not been an easy task 
to succeed in the NFL for Brady. In 


.the 2000 draft he was the 199th pick. 


Even after that he still never gave up. 
In the last season of the Patriots he 
only played one game and was on the 
inactive list for 14 out of 16 games 
the Patriots played. 
Luckily for 


Brady, Drew 


Bluenose’s injury gave him his 
chance to show the Patriots and 
everyone else that he can play and 
play well. 


the gym for two years, and within the 
first year I had my first amateur fight. 
Since then I have retired undefeated, 
with a great record. 

So, if your are looking for a gym 
with a different atmosphere, and a 
place to meet some new people. I 
would definitely recommend this 
gym. It provides you with the oppor- 
tunity to learn how to fight, as well 
lift weights, and gain a great sweat. 
If you have always wanted to try 


something like this, and have made 
the excuses not to. It is time to get 
off the couch, and shape up. 

Reyes Gym is located at 1380 
Oakland Way in. Amesbury. 
Monday through Friday the gym is 
open from five in the evening to 
eight and on Saturdays from nine in 
the morning to twelve noon. If you 
have any questions please call (978) 
465-1380 


New England Sports Corner 


Patriots head coach Bill Belichick stated at a recent news 
conference “Well it is disappointing to go out to Denver and 
put our selves in position to win and not be able to come out 
with it. I thought that in the end that we just made too many 
errors and didn’t capitalize on our opportunities.” Also, the 
New England Patriots announced that they have claimed sec- 
ond-year cornerback Ben Kelly off waivers from the Miami 
Dolphins. Subsequently, the team placed second-year offen- 
sive tackle Adrian Klemm on injured reserve with a leg injury 


Red Sox shortstop Nomar Garciaparra was inducted into 
the Arizona Fall League’s Hall of Fame on Oct. 18. “This is 
a huge honor,” Garciaparra told the crowd. “The Arizona Fall 
League was one of the steps I took to make my dream come 
true — the dream of playing professional baseball and being 
a big leaguer.” Also, The Boston Red Sox announced Tuesday 
Oct. 16 that the team would not renew the contract for Hitting 


Coach Rick Down. 


Bruins are excited to announce that four team members 
including Billy Guerin, Byron Dafoe, Sergei Samsonov and 
Jozef Stumpel have been included on this season’s NHL All- 
Star ballots. Also, Joe Thornton scored a power-play goal in 
the second period and assisted on Martin Lapointe’s first-peri- 
od power-play goal as the Bruins snapped the New Jersey 
Devils’ six-game winning streak Saturday afternoon in East 
Rutherford, N.J. Byron Dafoe stopped 19-of-20 shots to earn 


his sixth win of the season. 


Celtics have announced Nov.1 that they have signed free 
agent Erick Strickland, a guard and five-year NBA veteran. 
The team also placed Joseph Forte on the injured list with 
lower back spasms. Also the Boston Celtics locked up Paul 
Pierce with a multi-year deal today. Pierce averaged over 25 
PPG for the C’s last year, and was the NBA’s Player of the 
Month in March. 


* All information is taken from offical team Web sites. 


~ 
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Halloween party 
scares up a good. 
e for 


Downtown Dina Brown, head of student activities, mixes with studeniea at the party held 
in the student center for Halloween. 


Students got into the halloween spirit and exercised their craft skills by decorat- : 
ing pumpkins at the jack-o-lantern table. lt 


Barbara Polletta photos 


Costumes were creative and showed great diversity as hippy meets nun over a slice of pizza. 
Music and refreshments dissapeared fast as the crowd enjoyed the tunes spun by the live D.J. 


Corperate Chefs decided to make Oct. 31 a day to show their patrio- 
tism by decking the cafeteria in a theme of red, white, and blue. 


